
Michigan House of Representatives 

October 4, 2018 

Mr. Andrew Wheeler 
Acting Administrator 
U.S Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washing D.C. 204060 

Dear Acting Ad1ninistrator Wheeler: 

EPA-RS-2019-006944 _ 0000221 

We are writing to share our serious concerns regarding the United States Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) decision to close 
the Large Lakes Research Station in Grosse Ile. Michigan. The closure is intended for early 2019 with operations and personnel being 
relocated to Ann Arbor resulting in critical environmental and public health concerns for Southeastern Michigan. 

The Large Lakes Research Station staff plays a critical role in responding to environmental emergencies and enforcing environmental 
laws to protect the human health, wellbeing, and environment of those in the Wayne County area. Within the past 16 years, the Large 
Lakes Research Station has responded to 475 oil spills and releases of chemical and hazardous substances, including emergencies at the 
nearby McLouth Steel and Marathon refineiy sites. 

Eveiy minute is critical in protecting residents in our community and our natural resources, and relocating the personnel will delay 
emergency response from the previous 20 minutes to over an hour. This delay could not be coming as a worse time, with the McLouth 
Trenton site's southern portion potentially being added to the Superfund National Priorities List. 

The closure of the Large Lakes Research Station does not appear to result in any significant savings and will instead create inefficiency 
in responding promptly to critical environmental emergencies. Having the Large Lakes Research Station in Grosse Ile, Michigan is 
critical to the health of children, seniors, and all members of our community. In addition, tl1e Large Lakes Research Station has been 
pivotal in its efforts to protect our water through the highly successful Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, which has played a key role 
in restoring the biological and physical integrity to many Michigan waterways. 

We urge the U.S Enviromnental Protection Agency to reverse their decision to close the Large Lakes Research Station in Grosse Ile, 
Michigan. Our communities depend on the Station's persom1el and resources to keep them safe and healthy, and to close the Station 
would be to open our communities to potential enviromnental and public health hazards. We implore the EPA to reconsider and to 
prioritize the wellbeing of Southeast Michigan residents. 

Thank you for your consideration. If you wish to discuss this further. do not hesitate to reach Representative Chang's office at ( 517) 
3 73-0823 or at StephanieChang@house.mi.gov; or Representative Cainilleri' s office at ( 517) 3 73-085 5 or at 
DarrinCamilleri(al house. mi. gov. 

Respectfully, 

Stephanie Chang 
State Representative, HD- 6 (Detroit, River Rouge, Ecorse) 

Darrin Camilleri 
State Representative, HD-23 (Woodhaven, Trenton, Gibraltar, 
Grosse Ile) 


